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The Montessori Greenhouse 
A concern of parents is that a Montessori environment is 

too protective, that children may not be prepared to face the real 

world. After all, a Montessori environment is made for the child, 

(the real world isn’t.)  Everything in the environment is child 

size. Again, the real world is made for adults. A Montessori 

environment is constructed for the child to succeed – the real 

world doesn’t care. 

So, is the Montessori environment an effective preparation 

to learn to swim in the real world or are children better off to be 

thrown into the deep end? A Montessori education is designed to 

master the deep end – but not today! It is designed to step by step 

to prepare (and help create) the future adult to master all the 

challenges of adult responsibility. The environment affords the 

protection for the child to safely build the adult they will become. 

The child will build the adult out of real successes gained day by 

day and processes learned and mastered in navigating the 

intricacies of interpersonal relationships and task management. It 

is often said in Montessori that a child’s work is his play and the 

irony is that when a Montessori child enters the adult world his 

work does become like child play because he or she has already 

spent the formative years mastering the tools of the deep end. 

The child knows how to set priorities; how to follow a plan; how 

to work with others; how to work through mistakes; how to 

develop initiative and countless other adult tools. 

As equally important as the tools are, so are the emotional 

building blocks the child is adding to his or her life of the adult 

that will emerge. Blocks like confidence and competence are 

invaluable. Blocks like the satisfaction of working through a 

problem and the understanding that you can just about conquer 

any problem you encounter if you don’t give up.  As successful 

as a Montessori education might be intellectually, its emotional 

components are far more powerful. Those emotional components 

only grow in the protected environment where making mistakes 

is not branded as failure but only interim steps on the way to 

success.      (Continued on page 5) 
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Upcoming Events 
April 2023 

 

 3/31-4/6 Lunch-A-Palooza 
  Week One 
 
 4/10-4/14 Lunch-A-Palooza 
 Week Two 
  
 4/7 Good Friday 
 School Closed 
 
4/9 Easter 

 
 4/11 Temple Fire 

Department 
 
4/22 Staff Training 
 
4/28 Primary & 

Elementary  
Pajam-A-Palooza  
 

 

 



 

 

  

 
 
 

   April is an extremely fun and exciting month because our infants love exploring 
everything outdoors!  With the weather getting warmer, we will start going outside both in 
the morning and in the afternoon.  Please make sure that your infant has a jacket labeled 
with their name to wear on these adventures. 
   We would like to say how proud we are of all our babies!  They have each reached so 
many milestones and continue to show more and more personality and determination every 
day.  We are working on balance and coordination and some of our babies are taking their 
first steps!  Please make sure to send appropriate shoes for those who are working starting 
to walk.  Also, for safety and sanitary reasons, please make sure to keep your child’s nails 
trimmed. 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to teach your child and help them learn and 
grow! 

 
---Mrs. Terri Wallace 

 

 
   During the month of April, the students will learn about watering the plants and begin 
caring for the plants on our porch and playground.  We will be making Spring crafts focusing 
on the weather and insects.  Students will also mix primary colors in order to make green, 
purple, and orange, introducing them to secondary colors. In circle time the students are 
learning more about self-control as we encourage them to calm their bodies and sit cross-
legged.  They are learning new songs and reading books about the body parts in English and 
Spanish.  
 At lunchtime, the Infant 2 students wash their hands by themselves and get their own 
lunch boxes.  Then we choose two leaders each day to set the table, which they really 
enjoy.  I think it might even be their favorite part of the day! 
 As we continue to prepare the students for the Toddler class, we’d like to thank you for 
your partnership with us.  By working together to keep consistent arrival times and a good 
nap routine at home as well as at school, we can help them achieve greater independence 
and stronger self-esteem.   

--- Mrs. Karla Torres 
 

Toddler 1 & 2  
 

   This month, our large group lessons will be about the Easter story (Pascua de 
Resurreccion), frogs (ranas), turtles (Tortuga), and weather (clima).  Also, the toddler 
students will learn about the life cycles of frogs and turtles. We will discuss Spring weather 
conditions, and elaborate about rain, clouds, rainbows, and the cooler mornings that turn 
into beautiful sunshine-filled afternoons.  
   For Math, the students will concentrate on the numbers 1-10, using turtles and eggs while 
counting. For Science, we will sort living and non-living objects. During handwriting, the 
students will practice making straight lines and circles, and we have many fun Art projects 
this month, including Easter crafts, paper plate frogs, and potato masher turtles.  
   With the weather warming, we will be taking nature walks and going on a scavenger hunt! 

--- Mrs. Tammy Clausen and Ms. Janice Gonzalez 
 
 

Infant 1 
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Primary 1 & 2  
 

Our continental study in April will be Australia. The students will make Aboriginal 
art, study the anatomy of Koala bears and kangaroos, and work with the Australian puzzle 
map. They will use the cultural folder to learn more about the people, customs, and 
animals that live down-under. For our Social Graces and Courtesy lessons, the students will 
practice conflict resolution and waiting your turn to speak when others are in conversation. 
They will also hear some examples of social and environmental responsibilities as we learn 
about Earth Day. 

In reverence of Easter, the primary students will use new Bible story materials that 
are part of our Good Shepherd program. These Bible stories will illustrate the resurrection 
of Christ. They will also make empty tomb crescent rolls.   

The Science lessons will focus upon our human bodies, learning our anatomy, and 
identifying bones in our skeletal system. In Spanish, the vocabulary will center around the 
parts of the body (partes del cuerpo).   

Later this month, we will switch gears in appreciation of our great country.  The 
students will recognize the United States flag, how to respect the flag, they will use the US 
puzzle map, and learn the Pledge of Allegiance. They will also learn to recognize American 
symbols.        

--- Mrs. Veronica Prudencio & Mrs. Carmen Alvarado & Ms. Copeland 
 

Elementary 
 

 Our Botany study, during the month of April, will be on the parts of a seed, diagramming 
a bean seed and corn seed, germination of a seed, and dispersal. In addition, the 
elementary students will continue to tend to their gardens outdoors.  
   In Physical Science, we will study the movements of the Earth and its consequences, 
which causes day to turn to night and summer to turn to winter, our daily weather, and the 
effects of wind direction, temperature, ocean currents, and precipitation. Another Science 
topic this month will be the identification of human anatomy.   
   In Math, we will learn checkerboard design, measurements, and the study of figures. For 
Geography, Australia will be our continental focus, learning the three countries, their flags, 
capitals and an in-depth cultural study into the people, customs, diets, and animals 
indigenous to this part of the world.   
   Prepositions and conjunctions will be our Language concentration. The fundamental 
needs of man with research of the clock of eras will be for History lessons. Our Bible stories 
will focus on Jesus’ Last Passover, Jesus is Risen, and the Ascension.  
 

--- Mrs. Dolline Abraham and Mrs. Monica Walker    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Classroom News MSCT School Newsletter Page 3 of 5 



 

 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

▪ Aspen Beason          Toddler 2  April 6th  3 Years 

 

▪ Isaac Schaefer               Elementary  April 8th 7 Years 

 

▪ Braden Parish                      Elementary    April 13th   7 Years 

 

▪ Grace Martin                       Elementary  April 14th   9 Years 

 

▪ Finnegan Delaney       Primary 2    April 18th   4 Years 

 

▪ Blake Wyers              Infant 1    April 20th   1 Year 

 

▪ Grayson Hensley                      Infant 1   April 28th   1 Year 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Montessori Schools of Central Texas 
Temple Campus 
1302 S. 27th St 

Temple, TX 76504 
254-771-1116 

frontdesk@templemontessori.com               
www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com 
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News from the Top, Cont’d 

(continued from page one) 
 
Finishing what you start (not going seventy percent of the way and quitting or being satisfied with less than 

your best) can only happen in the supportive environment of a Montessori education. 

As parents we need to be mindful that what we see happening in our children are the underlying 

preparations that are being constructed in our children because of the Montessori education. The iceberg of your 

child’s potential and ability is hardly visible but the bulk of it is being constructed (and growing) under the 

surface day by day in the protected environment of the classroom. Far more is being constructed than can be 

seen without the eye of time when it will come to fruition. 

Montessori is certainly a green house. No one plants their tomato plants outside in the deep of winter. Our 

Montessori seeds are lovingly planted and tended where the roots go down and the stalk grows up strong until 

the young fledgling plant has the strength to grow and thrive - in the real world.    

 

       Edward Fidellow, Christian Montessori Fellowship 

 

Notes from Mrs. Watson: 
 

Wow!  The Lunch-A-Palooza fundraiser has been a great success!  Thank you to all of you for 

your fantastic support in helping Janice Gonzalez, Jennifer Preciado and Terri Wallace achieve 

their dream to become AMS certified teachers.   

 

Mark your calendars!  We have two exciting events left:   

 

Friday, April 28th: Pajam-A-Palooza (Primary & Elementary) 

A night of fun-filled adventures, from 6 -10 pm.  The theme this year will be CAMPING.  

Participants will wear their pajamas while enjoying a dance party, outdoor animal movie with 

popcorn, and activities, such as glow stick ring toss and cornhole.  Their camping crafts will be 

bug fossils, explorer hats, wind chimes, creative bugs and lizards, and binoculars.  Dinner of BBQ 

or Shake ‘n Bake drumsticks, corn on the cob, campfire beans, carrots w/Ranch and sliced 

watermelon will be eaten around a faux fire and the children will make s’mores for treats.  There 

will also be a vegetarian option of peanut butter sandwiches for the main dish.  Plan a date night 

with your spouse and let us make lasting memories with your child!  Registration is limited to a 

first come, first served basis.  Minimum donation is $100 per child.   

 

Saturday, May 6th: Carn-A-Palooza (School-wide, Friends & Family) 

All are invited to join us at the Whistle Stop playground in downtown Temple from 10 am – 1 pm.  

We will be hosting carnival-style games and activities that are sure to please!  The playground 

alone is amazing, but ticket holders will have access to a bounce house, face painting, animal 

balloons, hair wraps, and many, many more activities.  On the menu: charcoal-grilled 

hamburgers, hot dogs, with all the fixings, and various sides.  (Specific details about the multiple 

activities and menu will be published closer to the date.)  A sweet-treat table will be available for 

final teacher donations.  Minimum admission price: $25 per adult & $10 per child.  Feel free to 

invite your friends, family, and neighbors to this spectacular event! 

 

Thank you again for all your support!  We appreciate your participation in the fundraisers and 

your altruistic, above-and-beyond donations!  Tax deductible receipts for your donations will be 

available mid-May.   
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