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Recognition: The Bridge from  

Longing to Belonging 
 

I believe that this article is of such importance that I will continue it on page 5, so that you 

can better understand its relationship to a Montessori learning environment. 

 

Do you remember as a child how it felt to have your mom, 
dad, grandma, grandpa, or favorite teacher say you did a good job? 
If you close your eyes, you can remember the feeling of acceptance 
and pride. It mattered so much when the recognition was related to 
someone you loved or cared for very much. As I grew up, my 
grandmother was very special to me.  I would do anything for her 
and I remember preparing a dinner for her birthday when I was only 
11 years old. I made meatloaf, mashed potatoes, and green beans. 
The potatoes were lumpy, the meat loaf was under cooked, and the 
green beans were from the can. My grandmother always cooked 
fresh beans. When she arrived home from work, she just beamed 
and told me how proud she was of me and how hard I had worked. I 
floated out to play as she fixed the meal, but it is a memory I 
cherish even today. 

Edward M. Harrowell, M.D. author of The Childhood Roots of 
Adult Happiness defines recognition as “the feeling of being valued 
by others, especially others whose opinion the person respects”. 
Recognition can make the difference with your children between 
“joyless achievement” and “joyful mastery” he states. It is clear 
that we all love recognition, however we must be careful how we 
give and receive it.  

Children or adults who cannot live without recognition or who 
use it to disconnect from the larger group to feel superior are called 
narcissists; they can feel pleasure only when others admire them. 
On the contrary, the opposite side of the narcissist is a child or adult 
who is the joyless individual. This person feels uncomfortable and 
upset when noticed or signaled out by anyone. This person feels 
unworthy of praise and recognition and never learned how to deal 
with it as a child. 

Generally, we want our children to be at neither extreme – 
not a narcissist nor a joyless individual. Here are some steps to 
guide parents in raising a happy adult. 

 (continued on page 5) 
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We are excited to enter September and hope cooler temps are headed our direction soon!  

As the children seem to be getting familiar with their environment, we will continue building a 
strong bond of trust and acceptance with each of them. We will also be practicing order through 
consistency and by developing routines which will allow each child to feel safe and secure.  

Sensorial activities, like sensory bags and apple exploration, will be introduced this month. 
For movement lessons, we will practice “in” and “out” as well as pushing and pulling.  

For language, we will focus on red objects and identifying various fruits. Many lessons on 
apples will be presented and many new words in English and Spanish will be added to their 
vocabulary. The children just love learning new ASL and listening to songs.  

The Infant 1 team is so happy for the opportunity to educate and nurture your child! 
-- Mrs. Tammy Clausen 

 
 

The beginning of the school year has been remarkable. “The child’s conquests of 
independence are the basic steps in what is called his natural development.” – Maria Montessori. 
So Parents, give yourselves a pat on the back. You are setting your child up for success by realizing 
that their work begins at the door. Giving them their lunchboxes/clipboard and watching them 
walk into their classroom independently is showing that you believe in their abilities as much as 
they believe in themselves.  

During the month of September while the children continue to become comfortable in their 
classroom we will focus on independence. We will work on selfcare and personal hygiene, 
practicing items such as wiping their nose, cleaning their face, and washing their hands. In 
Language we will talk about various fruits and vegetables. We will discuss the vast amount of 
colors, sizes, and even taste different varieties of apples. We will have sensory bag activities and 
different art projects using a few different art mediums. For movement we will spend time inside 
and out, working our gross motor skills by pushing, pulling, throwing, and catching activities. 

-- Ms. Candice Stevens    

 
 
 

The students are ready for cooler temperatures and so are we! Our September large group 
lessons will focus on apples, trees, and fruits in English and Spanish. The students will sort leaves 
by color, create an apple painting, do tree bark rubbings, and leaf stamping.  

Children at this age love practical life lessons as they want to imitate adult activities. Giving 
children the appropriate-sized tools to do these activities builds hand-eye coordination, gives them 
purpose and a sense of worth, builds fine and gross motor skills, and develops the pincher grasp, 
concentration, and coordination. Therefore, we will give lessons on watering plants, wiping the 
table, dusting furniture, and outdoor sweeping. In addition, we will also continue our lessons on 
cracking and peeling eggs and start cutting apples and bananas. 

Once your child has settled into the class and has started showing signs of readiness for 
potty training, please schedule a time to meet with us to discuss consistent routines to be 
practiced at home and at school.  

-- Mrs. LaDonna Ronelus & Ms. Yesenia Armas 

  

Toddler I & II – Mrs. Ronelus & Ms. Armas 
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Infant I – Mrs. Clausen 
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September will be full of many new learning experiences for our Primary students. We will 
start the month learning the days of the week, reciting numbers 1-10 in Spanish, making 
homemade Salvadorian Guacamole, and listening to the story from Genesis 3 on “The Sneaky 
Snake.”  Also from Genesis, the students will hear the story of “The Tall Tower” and “Noah’s Ark.” 

Later on during September and as Fall approaches, we will learn los estaciones, or the 
Spanish vocabulary associated with our annual seasons. We will have directional lessons to chart 
North, South, East, and West. The children will use their senses to differentiate between tastes, 
sounds, and smells.  

Our geography focus will be on an introduction to our expansive universe, naming the 
continents, and a study on land, air, and water. Cooking lessons are always a favorite activity for 
the students, and we plan to end the month making delicious apple pie bites.   

We are also going to begin gardening this month. We will begin this month by cleaning up 
the garden beds and prepare them for planting. Check our calendar for the schedule.  

-- Mrs. Veronica Prudencio & Mrs. Carmen Alvarado 
  

 
 
 

 
The school year is off to a great start!  The students are settling in and getting right to work.  

This month for Physical Science, we will study the laws of the universe, how gravity and air affects 
falling objects, and perform experiments to see if objects of differing weights fall at different 
rates of speed. In Geography, the students will research North America, learning the countries, 
capitals, and landforms. For History, we will learn about pictographic stones, number and written 
language histories, and create our own alphabet. We proudly teach civics and will start our study 
by defining good citizenship and the significance of the pledge of allegiance to our glorious flag. 
For Botany and Zoology, we will classify vertebrae and invertebrae, as well as, living and non-
living. Lastly, our Geometry lessons will be on constructive triangles, and the study of lines and 
figures. 

 On Friday, September 17th, the elementary students will be taking a field trip to Dana Peak 
Park. Remember, students must wear their school t-shirt for every field trip.    

     -- Mrs. Dolline Abraham          
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Did you know that we have available 
transportation from Killeen to Temple 

and back each day for students  
aged four and above?  If you would 

like more information, please call the 
front office. 

 
 
 

Every Friday, students and staff are encouraged to 
wear their school t-shirt. There are just a little 

available in the office, but we have ordered more!  
We will inform everyone once the new shipment 

arrives.  
New students receive their first t-shirt at no charge! 
 

Elementary – Mrs. Abraham 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▪ Ray Styer           Infant 1  September 3rd 1 Year 
 

▪ George Knaus  Primary 2  September 5th  3 Years 
 

▪ Wyatt Jackson  Primary 2  September 5th  4 Years  
 

▪ Jadd Rawdah  Elementary  September 5th  8 Years 
 

▪ Hayes Freeman        Primary 2  September 7th  5 Years 
 

▪ Killian Evans             Primary 1  September 9th 4 Years 
 

▪ Kelechi Roberts  Elementary  September 9th  8 Years 
 

▪ Sophie Larraga  Elementary  September 10th  6 Years 
 

▪ Clara Bruns   Primary 1  September 11th  6 Years  
 

▪ Aniyah Jones  Primary 1   September 15th  5 Years 
 

▪ Travis Duran  Primary 2  September 16th  4 Years 
 

▪ Elsa Schoenborn  Toddler 1  September 17th  3 Years 
 

▪ Madelyn Jiang  Primary 1  September 19th  4 Years 
 

▪ Sammy Moody  Primary 1  September 23rd  6 Years 

 

Contact Us: 

 
Montessori Schools of Central Texas 

Temple Campus 

1302 S. 27th St 

Temple, TX  76504 

  

254-771-1116 

frontdesk@templemontessori.com 

www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com 
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(Article continued from page 1) 

1. Provide healthy connections with your child. Spend quality time with them. Recognition 

should show children that they belong to a group and that the group values them. 

2. Be careful with how much importance you put on goals. Is it most important that your 

child get into Harvard or any other Ivy League school, become a CEO, become an NBA 

basketball player, or win a Nobel Prize? What happens if they miss the goal? What happens 

when they achieve the goal and the accolades and then it goes away? Then what? When 

goals become too important, they become dangerous. Instead, focus on the habits it takes 

to reach goals successfully. 

3. Be careful not to create in your child that they are only as good as their last achievement. 

We want to encourage intrinsic motivation rather than seeking out the praise or 

recognition. 

4. Seek out the authenticity in your child. Remember children may act in a certain way 

because they believe they must act that way in order to gain approval, not because that is 

who they naturally are. They may play a sport they do not like to please a parent. 

Therefore we must seek out those moments when children show their real self and 

recognize them. 

Finally, we must look carefully for the real child, not the idealized child or the pretend child. The real 
child needs our love and support. This is the child you will see grow into a happy and healthy adult who 
knows how to accept recognition and pass this gift to their child. 

 

 

 
 

After a successful start to the year, we had a great turn out for our New Parent Orientation Meeting. I 
wanted to share with you some helpful notes from the meeting. Most of these are for toddler age and up, 
but I feel it is important enough to share with all parents in order to help your children be successful. 
However, please speak with your child’s lead teacher if you have any other questions. 

For the new parents who missed the meeting, this will be a quick summary. For our more veteranized 
parents, this will be a helpful reminder to refresh you on some of our expectations.  

1. Please make sure to send individual lunch box containers for lunch items. As much as we love the 
ease of a bento-box style lunch, it can prove very messy for children as they unpack independently.  

2. On that note, try to practice opening lunch boxes and containers at home with your child to ensure 
they can successfully open their own lunch containers.  

3. Check with your child’s teacher to ensure you have the correct number of extra outfits for your child 
(this differs based on class), with seasonally appropriate clothing, in the correct size, and labeled.  

4. Similarly, please encourage your child to practice dressing themselves at home. As well as putting on 
their own shoes. We practice it here at school, but it is important to also put it into practice at 
home. 

All of these helpful tips are to nurture your child’s self-sufficiency. Children yearn to be autonomous, so 
let’s partner together to help them achieve independence. Thank you for allowing us to teach your kids and 
partner with you to help them grow!  

-- Mrs. Heather Schaefer 
Office Administrator 
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Music Classes 
 

Mrs. Schaefer will begin music classes 
for the Elementary and Primary classes. We 
will start in the second week of September. 
The music enrichment time will include 
music techniques and songs that support the 
subject focus in the classroom. As we begin 
our study of North America, the first song we 
will learn is La Bamba. We will also get to 
use this time to prepare for upcoming 
performances. We look forward to hearing 
the musical talents as our students develop 
and improve over the school year. 

Gardening Classes 
 

Primary and Elementary classes 
will begin tending their gardens this 
month. We will begin with cleaning up 
the garden beds and preparing them for 
Fall planting in October. Next month, 
the teachers will publish a list of plants 
needed for planting. 

If your child does not have rain 
boots and child-size gardening gloves, please send them before gardening begins. 
(Child-sized gardening gloves can be found at Tractor Supply or online). Remember 
to label all items.  

The gardening schedule is on this month’s calendar, so please check which 
day your child will be in the garden so that they can wear the appropriate clothing. 
On their gardening day, please send them to school in clothes that can get dirty 
and closed-toed shoes.  

Parent Portal 
 

We love to document the activities of our students by 
taking pictures and videos of their progress and their 
performances! All of the photos and videos of our children are 
available to view at our Parent Portal. Visit our website, go to 
the FAQs tab to access our Parent Portal. You will need the 
password in order to view them. If you need the password, 
please email the office. 

 
Password Information: frontdesk@templemontessori.com  
 
Website: www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com  

mailto:frontdesk@templemontessori.com

